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SHOW OPENINGS

Blithe Spirit
Duke of York’s | From 5 March 2020
Welcome to March’s Hot News.
There are a couple of shows opening
this month that I think you will be
particularly interested in.
Firstly, making her West End debut
is Emilia Clarke (Game of Thrones)
as Nina in Anya Reiss’ unique
modernisation of Anton Chekhov’s
THE SEAGULL. Anya Reiss propels
this tale of ambition, love, loneliness
and fame into the 21st Century. This
is on at the Playhouse Theatre from
11 March.
Another person making their West
End debut this March is Vanessa
Williams in the Donmar Warehouse
Olivier Award-winning production of
CITY OF ANGELS. A screenwriter
with a movie to finish. A private
eye with a case to crack. However,
nothing is black and white when a
dame is involved. And does anyone
stick to the script in this city? This is
Tinseltown. You must ask yourself:
what is real…and what’s reel…
CITY OF ANGELS is a musical love
letter to the glamorous world of old
Hollywood and film noir. Check it out
at the Garrick Theatre from 5 March.
And lastly, due to the phenomenal
success of the first two seasons of
SUNDAY FAVOURITES at The
Other Palace, Lambert Jackson are
thrilled to present the star-filled
line-up of their third season in the
Favourites Series. The series will
be made up of intimate West End
concerts that will take place on various
Mondays of March and April. Featuring
Divina de Campo (Finalist on
RuPaul’s Drag Race UK), Jordan Luke
Gage (& Juliet, Bat Out of Hell), John
Owen Jones (Les Miserables, The
Phantom of the Opera) and Maiya
Quansah-Breed (Six). MONDAY
FAVOURITES brings musical theatre
lovers closer to their favourite stars of
the West End.
Have a great month!
Nic x

Starring Jennifer Saunders. Novelist Charles Condomine
is looking for inspiration for his latest book. Inviting friends
to dinner including the eccentric medium Madame Arcati,
Charles is haunted by the ghost of his former wife, Elvira at a
séance. Determined to spook and sabotage, the relationship
between Charles, Elvira and the afterlife becomes complicated
in Noel Coward’s comic play.

On Blueberry Hill

One Jewish Boy

Trafalgar Studios | From 5 March 2020

Trafalgar Studios | From 10 March 2020

Sebastian Barry’s latest play follows Christy and
PJ, two men who are destined to share their lives as
they’re incarcerated for twenty years. Reflecting on
an ever-changing world outside, the pair become best
friends and mortal
enemies as they
uncover events and
face bittersweet
consequences. What
led them to their cell
in Montjoy jail?

With anti-Semitism
and racism rife in
political parties
and hate-crime at
unprecedented
levels, ONE
JEWISH BOY
explores one young
family’s struggle in
society. Written as
an urgent response
to anti-Semitism,
the critically
acclaimed, award-winning writer Stephen Laughton
tackles the prevalence of fear, prejudice and identity.

TOP TEN SHOWS
Disney’s The Lion King
Tina - The Tina Turner Musical
Mary Poppins
Come From Away
The Phantom Of The Opera
Luzia - Cirque Du Soleil
Wicked
Mamma Mia!
Thriller - Live
Matilda The Musical

Closing
soon ...

Endgame | 28 March
Kunene & the King | 28 March
Cirque du Soleil – Luzia | 1 March
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SHOP OF THE MONTH
Name: Jason Grounds
Position: Concierge at the Kimpton
Fitzroy.
How long have you been a
concierge?
5 years.
How would you describe
the Kimpton Fitzroy as a
place of work?
Kimpton Fitzroy is a fun,
energetic place to be with
a young team all looking
to impress every guest
that walks through our
doors.
What do you think is the
secret of a successful
team?
Have fun and love your work! I think
that kind of positive harmony within
the team really shows when working
with guests to make their stays
memorable and enjoyable!
What do you most enjoy about your
job?
Talking to the guests, discovering their
interests, tailoring their experiences
and then receiving their feedback on
what I’ve suggested. Nothing makes
me happier than putting smiles on
faces!
What is your go-to West End Show
to recommend to guests and why?
THE BOOK OF MORMON is a riot
and I laughed from beginning to end
so one I’m always quick to suggest!

Do you have a top-tip to guests
going to the theatre?
Get there early to beat the crowds,
have a glass of bubbly and get to your
seat without a rush and also ask your
concierge for places to eat
before and after the show!
Is there anything due
to open 2020 that you
are looking forward to
seeing?
TO KILL A
MOCKINGBIRD, the
story is a powerful piece
of art and can’t wait to see
it performed on stage.
What do you think will
be the big hit for the
West End in 2020?
THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (they
ran their auditions in our ballroom)
and Frozen I think will be this year’s
smash hits as they are all round family
fun!
How would you describe working
with Encore?
A joy, the team are always beyond
helpful and make everything a breeze.
When you are not helping guests
at the Kimpton Fitzroy, how do you
like to spend your days off?
I love exploring London’s hidden
gems, watching football and checking
out new restaurants around town.

A Doll’s House comes to the West End June 2020
In the final production of The Jamie Lloyd Company’s year-long season at
the Playhouse Theatre, Jessica Chastain makes her West End debut in
A DOLL’S HOUSE. Originally written by Henrik Ibsen and adapted by
Frank McGuinness, follow the story of one woman as she fights for her
life in a radical new production that’s directed by Jamie Lloyd.
Nora seems to have it all - a successful husband, adorable children and a
beautiful home. But, as she continues to accept the status quo, her life is
about to undergo a profound change. Is her picture-perfect life a reality, or
just an act? What happens when Nora is no longer willing to play her role?
Henrik Ibsen’s A DOLL’S HOUSE is adapted by Frank McGuinness,
first performed at the Playhouse Theatre in 1996. The production later
transferred to Broadway, where it won four Tony Awards including best
revival.
Playhouse Theatre | 10 June 2020

HADLEY FRASER
THEO JAMES
ROSALIE CRAIG REBECCA TREHEARN JONATHAN SLINGER
WITH NICOLA ROBERTS
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Name: Stephen
Maydom
Position: Product
Marketing
Coordinator
What was your
background before
joining Encore?
I’m a theatre kid
through and through,
so I’ve done it all,
from producing
shows to selling the
ice creams in the
interval! My first job
out of university was
on the front desk at
Madame Tussauds,
so it’s really exciting to continue
working with Merlin and all our
fabulous attractions.
What is a typical day at Encore
like for you?
The great thing about Encore is
every day is different. I keep the
many different producers, venues
and agencies we work with happy
by planning Encore’s marketing
activity and reporting on sales

and make sure
everyone at Encore
HQ is up-to-date
with the latest info
and artwork for the
various shows we
sell for.
What is your
favourite part about
working at Encore?
As cheesy as it
sounds, the team
are the best thing
about being at
Encore. Everyone’s
so supportive and we
all pitch in together.
Teamwork makes a
dream work!
What’s the most useful advice
you’ve received which helps in
your day to day working life?
To greet every day with a smile and
treat everyone the same, from the
CEO to the cleaner.
Outside of the office, how do you
spend your free time?
I like to see as many shows as I
can, so I guess I’m in the right job!
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OPENING LATER

101 Dalmatians

Local Hero

Open Air Theatre
From 16 May 2020

Old Vic
From 18 June 2020

You’ve read the story, now see
the story on stage. Based on
Dodie Smith’s iconic tale of
an evil woman who kidnaps
puppies, 101 DALMATIANS
puts its paws on the stage at
Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre
in 2020. Featuring an original
book by Zinnie Harris, music
and lyrics by Douglas Hodge
and puppetry by Toby Olié,
you’ll be wagging your tail with
glee at this musical.

Based on the 1983 Scottish
comedy film of the same
name, the stage adaptation of
LOCAL HERO will receive
its world premiere at the Old
Vic. Adapted by Bill Forsyth
and David Greig with music
and songs by Mark Knopfler,
the original production rounds
off Matthew Warchus’ fifth
season as Artistic Director at
the Old Vic.

‘THIS JOYFUL,
LUNGS-BURSTING SHOW
IS SIMPLY THE BEST’
D A I LY T E L E G R A P H

THE TINA TURNER MUSICAL
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